"~ LAKSHMI DARPAN

To Build Confident, Competent and Compassionate Citizens
through value based quality education

Lakshmi School, Madurai 625020 || Ph: 984346525 .

JUNE - OCTOBER 2020 -
From the Principal’s desk . .
Greetings to all of you! .

The year 2020 will go down in history as a year of no exams but great
learning! Each day during the lockdown has been a time of reflection and
introspection. Man's knowledge and pride have been challenged by an invisible

virus! The virus is a leveller- same restrictions, same vulnerability, same .

uncertainties for alll The true meaning of life has been unfolded before us. -

Post lockdown, we have all changed for the better. Our priorities have changed:

Today —-

We know what fun it is to play a game of carrom with our dear ones, though there are no trophies

to win!

We know how yummy the home made cake tastes, though it has no fancy toppings!

We know how strenuous it is to bend and sweep under the dark corners of the cot, though earlier

we shoved chocolate wrappers underneath.

We know how hard it is to wash utensils that are not soaked in water, though we used many plates

unmindful of the cleaning!

We know how difficult it is to hand wash stubborn stains on our dresses, though we enjoyed

messing our clothes with ink.

We know today that 24 hours is a long time, though we've often felt that there was no time to

complete our work.

More importantly, we know how dear our family is to us as the whole world literally shut us out.

Post lockdown, life is limping back. Let us not dump our new found values which have added a new

meaning to our life. Let our love for our parents and compassion and empathy for our helpers keep

growing.

Above all, we know - the fun that a school offers can never be replaced by the most sophisticated

screen! Learning will happen, but the pat of a friendly teacher and a reassuring smile from your

friend can never be replicated.

Dear children, once back in school, let us savor every moment and celebrate the invaluable days at

school. N

Hoping to welcome you all back to school! Until then stay safe in your homes. s

Shanthi Mohan el
Email id: lakshmischool@tvsivs.com



June
an -Virtual Parent
Orientation - Classes VI & VII
Srd -Virtual Parent Orientation —

Classes IV & VIII
6t -Virtual Parent Orientation -
Classes I to III
Bth- Virtual Parent Orientation-UKG

ZDth -Virtual Parent
Orientation - LKG

th . August
4"""Virtual Mothers’ Club

th .. Meeting - Class X
- Formative Assessment 2
- Classes IV &V

nth. Virtual Krishna Jayanthi Celebration
- LKG to Class III

13tP_ Virtual Tamil Debate - Class V
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fl‘ - Formative Assessment 1
- Classes IV & V

- Virtual Parenting Session -
Classes IT & I1I

171 Virtual Parent Orientation - Class XI
24N _virtual Mothers’ Club Meeting - Class V

23rd- Virtual Aadi Perukku Celebration -
LKG to Class I
25th_virtual Parenting Session -
UKG & Class I
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MISSING SCHOOL!

= What can I say !
I haven't seen you since May,
All the good times with friends
making merry

Now, all we've been seeing is

MY BODY

I want my body to be strong,
If we eat junk food it is wrong,

We should exercise daily

sadness and worry Then we can live happily.
I really miss my classroom, the Nothing can bother us
SseEs; the library If we are healthy and fit.

The play ground! Oh, my Lakshmi
School!

You're s0000.... Cool.

L.Hariharan - Il C

It’s been so long

When can [ come along?

LOVE MY SCHOOL

A. Anusha - Il E

Summer is over, August is here,
But I am still at home.
My lovely teachers are ready;,
My little friends are ready to show off,
But I am still at home.
OH GOD!
We are ready to stand in a single straight line,
| We are ready to stay calm during assembly,
L] We are ready to eat fast during lunch,
O We are ready to go to school, let the pandemic go away,
We want to hear our school bell ringing again!

——

R.Aditri - lIC
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VIRTUAL INVESTITURE CEREMONY -2020
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The investiture ceremony, one of the most significant events of Lakshmi School was held on
the digital platform this year due to the Corona virus pandemic on 30 July, 2020.
Ms. Soundharya Pradha, an alumnus was the chief guest.

To improve leadership qualities in the students and motivate the new administrative body, a
school prefectorial board has been formed through a process of interviewing nominated
students. This event marks the formation of the student council that will lead and
represent the student body.

The ceremony began with the school prayer followed by the school song which was
accompanied with a beautiful curated video showcasing past events in Lakshmi school.
Following this, proud parents donned sashes to their children as the school community
looked on virtually. It was a great honour to be awarded by our parents in front of all the
other school leaders and teachers. The programme was followed by a suitable motivational
song performed by a senior student.

The oath taking ceremony was led by our Principal, Ms. Shanthi Mohan. The Principal
wished the student leaders success in completing responsibilities entrusted to
them in the year ahead.

In her address, Ms.Soundharya Pradha appreciated the efforts taken by the school for
inculcating hands on leadership skills. She also congratulated the newly elected student
council for their preparedness to take responsibilities and wished the students of the
prefectorial board. She commended the school for having thought of an innovation and
successfully conducting the event virtually. She gave an inspiring speech mentioning the
important traits a leader should possess.

It was definitely a motivating speech for everyone witnessing the show.

The online programme came to an end with the blessings given by some of the dignitaries
present with us, followed by vote of thanks and the National Anthem. We all felt lucky to
participate in the virtual investiture ceremony and are looking forward to perform our duty

to our student community.

J.J. Neha - XIl A
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BROADENING OUR HORIZONS OO%
After a day of online classes, students of grades 11 and 12 logged
onto the Student Enrichment channel in Microsoft Teams. There was
considerable excitement among the students as it was the first online
livebook session of the year 2020. The many questions regarding college
education burning in students’ minds were given an outlet. The guest for
the day was Ms. Archana Muruganandham, an alumnus of Lakshmi School,
who pursued her education at National University of Singapore, and went
on to become a professor.

After the school prayer, the school captain Neha read out the
questions submitted by students. Questions ranging from aspects of what
gives a student an edge over others in terms of admissions, to the value of
a NUS degree worldwide, was answered.

Ms. Archana also talked about the importance of choosing a stream
that was suited to an individual, and about the weightage given to extra
curricular activities in admissions. She cleared doubts about difference
between Artificial Intelligence and Computational Intelligence. She spoke
about the significance of freelancing and volunteering, pointing out the
real life experience gained from it. She encouraged students to choose
multi - disciplinary courses, that is, choosing majors and minors from
different fields, which expand our knowledge and opportunities. Finally,
she reassured us about indecisiveness, and encouraged us to talk to as
many professionals in a field as possible to make a well informed decision.

This session was apt for the students of grades 11 and 12, many of
whom are making major decisions about their careers and future right

now.
M.Meha - XI A
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Being the first competition of the new
academic year, that too on a virtual platform,
everybody was excited when the announcement for the
debate contest was made: As soon as the topic was
given, we knew [t was not going to be an easy ride-
The topic “The new education policy is a boon to India’
was very recent and demanded deeper insights: We had
to refer very many articles and also consult with people
from academia to understand the nuances of the policy
before preparing the script:

On the day of the debate,
speakers were buzzing with energ? and were ready to
express their strong views with clear statistics on the
new education polfcz' New faces with high spirits were
seen representing their houses: Valuable points leading
to heated arquments were put forward ever

partfc;panb* hen my turn came up, all | could do was
hope for the best and state my points with confidence:

Debaters discussed in detail about
the merits, demerits and the possible challenges in the
implementation of the new education policy and its
impact on the country- The school captain and the
moderator ensured the smooth flow of the event: The
debate helped us, the participants and the audience
have a 360 degree view of the much awaited new
education policy: We were indeed overwhelmed, when
not only our teachers but also the judges complimented
the quality of the deliberations and the energy level of
the speakers:

V)

V. Harshita - XI B
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The Virtual Independence Day celebration was conducted on the 15th of August,
2020. My son Lakshanraj was asked to compere the event. | was a bit doubtul about
how the Independence Day celebration could have been conducted through a virtual

assembly, but the way the students, teachers and the parents performed was impressive.
My first and foremost appreciation goes to the Teachers who organized the event with
composure and patience. One thing which has always fascinated me about Lakshmi
School is that it lives up to its motto of creating “Confident, Competent and Compassiconate
Citizens” even during these difficult times. All the students who performed in the Virtual
Celebration performed par excellence. | was very proud in the way my son ran the
show with confidence at such a short notice. The Celebration could not have been a
success without the enthusiasm and encouragement of the parents. To my surprise even
grand parents came forward to participate in the Virtual Celebration. In conclusion,
it was a memorable day and very nice to see Kutti Bharathiars through our screens [ |
reminding us of our rich and diverse history. [/
-P.Gowthami (Mother of Lakshanraj- IIl B)




Can you imagine this? Yes, | did go to a wedding during lockdown. It all started o
way back in January with the engagement of my lovely cousin. We m.sg;p
excited and we planned a grand wedding including Sangeet, reception, pre and —
post wedding parties. When the preparations kickstarted, out of nowhere the
pandemic struck and boom came the lockdown. With a lot of uncertainty, we
were looking forward for a relaxation of the lockdown from the Government
so that we can have the wedding as planned during the month of May. V '.aaf,_‘q__'i

both the families praying for the occasion, the groom, a lieutenant colone

not able to make it on time because there was unrest in the do-China b

So the wedding was postponed to June 24. With the rising ca f
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On 215t August 2020, a virtual live book session was conducted for class
IX students. This was the first live book session for the year 2020-2021.
The resource person was Mr.Kalirathanam UdhayaKumar, a curator
fram the Singapore Zoo. The live book session proved to be realfy “live”
because Mr. Udayakumar stood amidst all his favourite elephants in

Congratulations! Ms.Santhia

the Singapore zoo as he shared his experiences with us, thereby giving
pri}’i Sannasi on the birth of us the actual feel of being there with him. He took us through the
YOur son. various activities of the zoo and gave us a comprehensive idea of how
animals are taken care of in a zoo, The session was very interactive and
Ms.Aarthi V on the birth of your students from different sections asked him several questions related to
daughter_ : wildlife, caring for animals, conservation of nature, animal behavior
and about animals confined within an artificially created environment
etc. Mr.Udayakumar also shared with us information about the basic
qualifications and skills required to become a curator in @ zoo. The
session was informative, interactive and full of fun. The prograrmme
ended in a note of defight with his favourite Elephant "fathi', waving
goodbye to us with her trunk before leaving for her meal. This live book
session will stay in our hearts for many years to come.
-B.Harini - IXD

~ Life was very much normal until March, All of a sudden
the whole country went into a lockdown. Lockdown? First

| didnt grasp it correctly. Then, | got fo know that we
 all have fo stay indoors, that too for a long fime. No

- no fun, Usually, all of us wait for the reopening

ent, But this time, all new things became

uniforms, new school bags, new friends....One

\ | @ message about online classes,
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A VISION TO A MISSION
DURING THE PANDEMIC
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_I’m happy to share my personal feedback about Physics forum. Actually this
year the forum was conducted ﬂ1r§ugh yirtual platform and we explored a lot.
We had practice sessions and rehearsal through online mode after class hours.
= It was something different which we never had earlier. When the topic was
~ shared by my Physics teacher, Ms. Kavya, | started surfing through the internet
and collected the content for the project through which | self learnt. | made o
working model o’feclips‘é"by which | got hands on skill. We had hnnd shadows

My parents were d’,llghl’ﬁd to see me perfol.'mfng in the forum. Finally after the
programme, we received appreciative comments from our school heads and
teachers which was a boost to me. Thank you for the opportunity provided.
Thankyou!
& -T. Aparnaa - VIID
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CHEMISTRY. & %

Tam very happy o give a repori on my chemisiry forum. Carbon is an
important element for life on earth. Cur science forum was held on
tith Septembier, 2020 at 3:30 pm, wherein we showcased our talents
on creativity and innovation. We made models which were tools for
understanding various scientific concapls in Cazbon chemistry. The
objective was not only to inculcate scientific concapts but also improving
self- learning process. We discussed for a long time and then decided
to showcase a model of pure form of carkon (Diamond, graphite and
fullerene]. With the help of our parents and the guidance of our teacher,
we started putting together our models. We streamed a video about
carbon nanotubes, the material of our future, advantages of carbon
and the role of carbon in our body. We usad cardboard shests o build
the structure of carbon and painted it with acrylic colours. There were
many seclions which interested the parents and friends who logged
onkto witness the forum. The gameshow [Connection game], discussion
on hydrocarbon plant and apnlication of CNT was of an sxzceptionally
high standard. Sur chamistry forum was aporeciated by all. A big thanks
to our Principal, Vice Principal, Azademic Coordinators, Cur Chemistry
Teacher, our parants and my friends who supporied our team.

- M. Sanjana Renu Wil &
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